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		Dear Friend, 
I invite you to be a fan of dignity and join me in a campaign to stop the use of the "R-word." This week, the film "Tropic Thunder" opens in movie theaters across the nation. While intended to be a satire on Hollywood actors and producers, the film has scenes which are offensive and demeans people with intellectual disabilities. Many disability groups are joining together to object to this movie and its hurtful content. Dreamworks is aware of our concerns and has decided to take no action in the movies release.

I am asking you to help me in this campaign by boycotting the film "Tropic Thunder." In the movie people with intellectual disabilities are being made fun of.  If we can hurt the ticket sales of this film, we will have made a statement to Hollywood that we will not stand for this type of content that is hurtful to people with intellectual disabilities. To find out more go to www.laso.org. 
.................................................................................................
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	"Tropic Thunder" is a "Topic Blunder" 
 
Special Olympics Inc. along with other disability organizations, people with intellectual disabilities, family members and supporters are protesting the star-studded premiere of DreamWorks' "Tropic Thunder" to demonstrate against the film's use of the inflammatory word "retard" and the demeaning portrayal of people with intellectual disabilities throughout the movie.
 
"It is inexcusable for any film or part of popular culture to continue to perpetuate such a derogatory and insensitive word," said Special Olympics Chairman Tim Shriver.  While "Tropic Thunder" is intended to be a satire on Hollywood actors and the lengths they will perform to enhance their careers. The movie claims to be an equal opportunity offender; however during production population focus groups were called upon to assure remarks and story lines were appropriate regarding African Americans and Veterans. However, no disability group was called upon for remarks about the negative connotation of people with disabilities in the movie. When DreamWorks was contacted by several of the leading disability organizations they chose not to stop or change the release scheduled for Wednesday, August 13th.
 
It is never OK to laugh AT people - it is always OK to laugh WITH people. Special Olympics understands how comedy, when used correctly, can change societal attitudes. In "The Ringer," (who called upon Special Olympics, Inc. for content accuracy) the people who made fun of athletes were the bad guys and they learned in the end that there is a lot more to us than just the fact that we have a disability. In "Tropic Thunder" we just feel like people are making fun of us. The use of the R-word perpetuates the dehumanizing and negative stereotypes of people with intellectual disabilities.  
 
It is time for a change and you can help!                        
                                                                                                                              
....................................................................................................
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	Stamp out the use of the "R-word"

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Intellectual Disabilities knows no borders - it is present in all countries, communities, races and social classes. The R-word has long been a harsh reminder of the ridicule and negative stigma directed toward people with intellectual disabilities.  Although it is often not directed at a person with intellectual disability, it is used in a negative fashion, to demean or highlight someone's lack of ability - a direct reflection on what people view as the capabilities of people with intellectual disabilities.  The "R-word" campaign is an initiative being spearheaded by Special Olympics to eliminate the word "retard" from everyday language. We view the R-word as derogatory hate speech that further perpetuates negative stereotypes and dehumanizes people with intellectual disability.  To help visit www.R-word.org to pledge your support!



	"To overcome ignorance and prejudice we must educate."
 
Sincerely,
 
Special Olympics Louisiana Staff



		Quick Links 

	www.R-word.org
www.laso.org
www.specialolympics.org
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