


Core Messages

· The pejorative and ever increasing use of the R-word in today’s society further perpetuates the stigma and negative stereotypes that face people with intellectual disabilities. 

· The R-word campaign’s goal is to eliminate the derogatory use of the word from everyday speech and promote the acceptance and inclusion of people with intellectual disabilities.

· It is time to eliminate the derogatory use of the R-word in today’s society in much the same way as we have over the years with other forms of hate speech. It is time to acknowledge the value and capabilities of people with intellectual disability and respect and accept them as we would our own friends and neighbors.
	
· People need to show their support by taking ACTION; stop using the word, let others know you disapprove of its use when you hear it, don’t support entertainment that promotes the use of the word, and most importantly, reach out and include a person with intellectual in your community.


FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Q. 	What is the “R-word” campaign all about?

A. 	The “R-word” campaign is an initiative being spearheaded by Special Olympics to eliminate the word “retard” from everyday language, as well as in film and music.  We view the R-word as derogatory hate speech that further perpetuates negative stereotypes and dehumanizes people with intellectual disability.  

According to the World Health Organization, approximately 3% of the world’s population has intellectual disabilities.  Most of those people are functioning, contributing members to society who warrant the same respect that we afford our friends and neighbors.

Q. 	What is offensive in the "Tropic Thunder" movie?

A. 	"Tropic Thunder" repeatedly uses the R-word and portrays people with intellectual disabilities in a derogatory and demeaning way. Specifically, one of the film’s characters, Tugg Speedman (Ben Stiller) plays a role as a farm boy with a mental impairment in a movie trailer called “Simple Jack….Once upon a time there was a Retard.”  Throughout the movie "Tropic Thunder" this character is played for laughs in a poor attempt at humor.

Q. 	What do you want the movie studios to do to make amends?

A. 	We want DreamWorks and Paramount to step up and help us eradicate this word from all forms of American popular culture. In addition, we want all the major entertainment heads to come together to address this issue and no longer use the R-word in film, television, music or any form of entertainment.

Q.	Did DreamWorks seek counsel from disability groups when making that scene in the film?

A.	DreamWorks did not seek input or counsel when creating the "Simple Jack" scene of the film.  Studios will often seek counsel on sensitive topics from focus groups. It was clear that the producers did not see an issue with the demeaning content of this scene.

Q. 	Are you calling for a boycott of the "Tropic Thunder" movie?

A. 	We are calling the public to take action and let the Hollywood community know, especially DreamWorks and Paramount, that this type of language is defamatory and hateful, perpetuating negative stereotypes and the dehumanizing and devaluing of people with intellectual disabilities.  Hollywood must take responsibility and accept a role in helping to eradicate this word from our language – NOT promote its use.

Q. 	Some people will argue that retard is a word that can be found in the dictionary and there is freedom of speech issue at stake. What do you say to them?

A. 	It is not the word that we object to. It is the use of the word in today’s culture in a demeaning and negative way. As to free speech, we have successfully over the years been able to make it socially and politically incorrect to use other forms of hate speech. It is time to make the pejorative use of the R-word equally unacceptable.


Q.	 What should concerned citizens who disapprove of this type of hateful language do?

A. 	Concerned Americans should go to www.r-word.org and become part of a community to promote inclusion and acceptance of people with intellectual disabilities by eliminating the pejorative use of the R-word.

Q. 	Is Special Olympics part of the larger disabilities coalition that is taking umbrage with the "Tropic Thunder" film?

A:	Yes, Special Olympics is part of a larger coalition representing national disability organizations who are also outraged by the film. These include: 

National:
American Association of People with Disabilities
Alliance for Inclusion in the Arts
Autistic Self Advocacy Network
Best Buddies
Council of Parent Attorneys and Advocates, Inc. (COPAA) 
Disability Policy Collaboration National Coalition on Self-Determination 
National Council on Independent Living 
National Down Syndrome Congress 
National Down Syndrome Society 
Northwest Down Syndrome Association 
Parent to Parent USA 
Self Advocates Becoming Empowered 
Special Olympics 
TASH 
The Arc of the United States
State:
California TASH
California Media Access
Pennsylvania TASH
People First of California
Local:
Disabilities Network of NYC
Down Syndrome Association of Los Angeles

Q:	Have you seen the movie?

A:	I have seen the trailers and promotional materials on-line to know just how offensive the “Simple Jack” scene of the movie is. In or out of context, that scene and the promotion around that scene, is perpetuating society's never-ending negative attitudes toward people with intellectual disabilities.

Q:	How can Special Olympics, who cooperated with the Farrelly Brothers on a Film Comedy,  speak out against "Tropic Thunder?"

A: 	Special Olympics understands how comedy, when used correctly, can change societal attitudes. "The Ringer," is a movie that positively depicts people with intellectual disabilities, breaks down negatives stereotypes and shows how people with intellectual disabilities have talents and capabilities and are more alike to all of us than different. "The Ringer" also used actors with intellectual disabilities. 



