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ATHLETE OATH 
 

“Let Me Win. But If I Cannot Win,  Let Me Be Brave 

In the Attempt.” 

 To receive copies of the 2009 Annual 

Report of Special Olympics Louisiana, 

please call 1-800-345-6644. You may 

also request current lists of staff, Area 

Directors, and Board of Directors 

when you call. 

MISSION 
 

To provide year-round sports training and athletic 
competition in a variety of Olympic-type sports 

for all children and adults with intellectual 
disabilities, giving them continuing opportunities 

to develop physical fitness, demonstrate 
courage, experience joy, and participate in a 

sharing of gifts, skills, and friendships with their 
families, other Special Olympics athletes and the 

community.  
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To Our Special Olympics Family: 
 

 What an exciting year 2009 was! Special Olympics 

Louisiana had numerous accomplishments we share with you 

in these pages. Just to name a few: we were one of six states 

chosen to host a Eunice Kennedy Shriver Fellow; a Special 

Olympics Louisiana athlete broke the tournament record at the 

Special Olympics National Invitational Golf Tournament; we 

hosted two Over the Edge events and kicked off the Spread 

the Word to End the Word campaign.  We are very proud to 

announce that we are serving over 13,000 children and adults 

with intellectual disabilities and we have surpassed our pre 

hurricane numbers. We continue to be a leader in educating 

and advocating for our athletes and improving their lives with 

our one of a kind programs.  

 

In 2009, we hosted various unique and successful events 

including Polar Plunges and Over the Edge and will continue 

to grow these events moving forward.  In 2010, we will seek 

to engage our constituents and communicate our relevance to 

the general public, as well as, raise over $2.8 million dollars.   

 

We would like to thank everyone who had a hand in assisting 

Special Olympics Louisiana in 2009, including sponsors, 

volunteers, family members, law enforcement officers, 

coaches, state officials, and many others. Your dedication has 

strengthened our organization and we are grateful for your 

commitment.  

 

We remind everyone to visit our website and social media 

sites for the latest information to see how you can continue to 

make a difference and change the life of someone with an 

intellectual disability in your hometown. 

   

Sincerest thanks, 

 

 

 

 

Pat Carpenter Bourgeois 



Unified Sports brings together athletes with and without intellectual 

disabilities on the same team for training and competition.  Each year the 

summer sports program Camp Shriver is hosted to build and develop skills and 

relationships.  The primary goal is to provide another level of challenge for 

higher ability athletes and promote equality and inclusion.  

Traditional Special Olympics offers Training and Competition opportunities 

for all athletes regardless of gender, age or ability.  The rules accommodate all 

levels of athletic ability and enable participants to compete against athletes of 

similar skills.  No matter what the interest, there is a sport for everyone. 
 

Project UNIFY is a movement developed by Special Olympics & the U.S. Department of Education to 

initiate inclusion in all schools. The purpose is to promote school communities that exercise all young 

people as agents of change - fostering respect, dignity & advocacy for people with intellectual disabilities. 

Its objective is to make a large impact across the state & offer all of our life changing programs to 

Louisiana schools.  Project UNIFY incorporates several programs such as: 

 
-  Youth Forum     -  Athlete Leadership 

-  Unified Sports     -  R-Word Campaign 

-  Traditional Special Olympics     -  SO Get Into It 

-  Small Steps, Big Leaps    -  Be a fan Campaign 

Small Steps, Big Leaps is a sports play program designed to introduce 

children 2 to 7 yrs. old to sports prior to competition for Special Olympics at 

age 8.  The program utilizes physical activities to develop fundamental motor 

tracking and eye-hand coordination play.  Children build skills through 

structured activities.  The program 

concentrates on applying these skills in 

preparation for later sports competition. 

Youth Forum or R.I.S.E. Up (Respect Include Support Educate UP) gives 

young people with and without intellectual disabilities from around Louisiana 

the opportunity to make a difference in their schools, and community  This 

program allows students to connect and discuss vital social issues in their 

school and community. 

In 2009, SOLA recruited 424 Unified Partners and 
held unified Volleyball and Softball Competitions. 

We also conducted 5 Camp Shrivers. 

In 2009, SOLA recruited 563 
Young Athletes! 

In 2009, SOLA reached 
113, 306 principals, 

students and teachers! 

In 2009, SOLA held 93 competitive 
events and recruited 1,417 new athletes 

bringing the athlete total to 13, 290! 

In 2009, SOLA conducted two 
state R.I.S.E. Up sessions. 
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Family Support Network helps families help each other.  With the assistance 

of similar agencies families have a support system within Special Olympics. 

Families have the opportunity to mentor, learn and provide resources and 

emotional support to one another. 

SO Get Into It is a curriculum resource kit for, regular education classrooms 

grades K-12, students with and without disabilities.  The kit provides the 

necessary materials to involve students in learning about those who are 

different, but who can nonetheless inspire the world with the lesson that we all 

have gifts to contribute no matter what our limitations.  Program goals are 

positive youth development and character 

education.  

Athlete Leadership Program offers athletes the opportunity to take active 

leadership roles both on and off the playing field.  Athletes are taught the 

proper governing functions of SOLA and all the rules and regulations through 

various workshops. Athletes serve on Board of Directors, officiate 

competitions, coach & make decisions about the organizations future. 

“FIT” with SOLA helps athletes to improve their training and competition by 

focusing on overall health and fitness.  This is achieved through basic health 

screenings, provision of preventative and treatment services, education and 

referrals. The program addresses six disciplines: Health Promotion, Opening 

Eyes, Healthy Hearing, Fit Feet, Special Smiles & Fun Fitness.  Each 

discipline is designed to promote healthy lifestyles to athletes and in return 

educate and share experiences with the medical and dental staff who 

participate.   

In 2009, SOLA screened 
774 athletes! 

In 2009, SOLA reached 
290 new schools! 

R-Word and Be a fan Campaign  The R-word campaign is dedicated to 

changing the negative ways that society labels people with intellectual 

disabilities. Efforts are working to create a world of dignity and acceptance for 

all humanity. The “Be a Fan” campaign makes our movement relevant to the 

general population.  Many people know about our organization but do not fully 

grasp the scope.  This campaign sends a powerful message that resonates with 

the general public, using core values and attributes that all can appreciate. 

Volunteers are afforded attitude-altering  and life-changing experiences. Our 

community-based programming provides individuals and supporters with real 

and tangible evidence that their contribution makes a difference. 
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S pecial Olympics Louisiana 

welcomed Sarah Alam from 

Special Olympics Pakistan. Sarah was 

part of the Eunice Kennedy Shriver 

Fellowship program and was one of 

five fellows who were selected to 

come and learn about the United 

States Programs.  Each fellow was 

paired with a specific state and only 

five states were privileged to receive 

this opportunity. 

 

Sarah is a young woman from 

Karachi, Pakistan and has a Masters 

of Arts from the University of 

Karachi.  Back home, Sarah is a 

Lecturer with the Jinnah University 

for Women. She is also the SO Get 

Into It Coordinator for Special 

Olympics Pakistan, Director of Young 

Social Reformers, Provincial 

Coordinator Pakistan ï U.S. Alumni 

Association, Pioneer iEarn Pakistan 

and a youth ambassador. This was her 

third trip to the United States 

representing her country and has 

represented Pakistan on various 

occasions in more than 15 

countries. 

 

Sarah was with Special Olympics 

Louisiana for about a month. She 

arrived, Saturday, July 11th and left 

on Saturday, August 8th. While here, 

she focused on the school inclusion 

programs that promote youth 

development and character 

education.  
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Special Olympics Founder Passes  

Eunice Kennedy Shriver,  

1921 -2009  

 

Mrs. Shriver worked diligently throughout her 
life to change the lives of those with intellectual 
disabilities. We have had the privilege of being 

involved with Special Olympics during Mrs. 
Shriver's leadership. We have seen this 

movement in its infancy and have been inspired 
by the vision, compassion and determination of 
Eunice Kennedy Shriver. Each of you have the 

ability to enhance her mission into the future. 
 

Special Olympics launched the site 
www.eunicekennedyshriver.org  

to inspire, educate and comfort her followers. 
On this website you can get information about 

Mrs. Shriver and her life's work.   

òYou are the stars and the world 
is watching you. By your 

presence you send a message to 
every village, every city, every 

nation, a message of hope, a 
message of victory.ó 

 
- Eunice Kennedy Shriver  

http://www.eunicekennedyshriver.org/


Six Louisiana residents traveled to Idaho to represent Special 

Olympics Louisiana at the Special Olympics World Winter Games 

on February 7-13. Nearly 3,000 athletes from more than 100 

countries competed making this the largest outdoor sporting event 

held in 2009. Representatives included: Baton Rouge Police 

Department, Sgt. Carl Dabadie, who joined the Law Enforcement 

Torch Run® Final Leg team. Lori Burr, of Merryville, and Donnie 

Guillory, of Baton Rouge, were members of Team USA and 

competed in Alpine Skiing at the games. Coach Cindy Landry, of 

Lafayette, served as a Speed Skating Sports Manager. Special 

Olympics Louisiana athlete Dannah DeGraw, from DeRidder and 

unified partner Krysta Cotten, from Lake Charles, took part in the 

Youth Summit.  

On Wednesday, March 4, Special Olympics Louisiana 

athlete, John Charles Lee, his parents and Special 

Olympics Louisiana President and CEO, Pat Carpenter 

Bourgeois met with U.S. Representatives during Special 

Olympics 4th Annual Capitol Hill Day to urge 

Congressional support for Special Olympics Fiscal Year 

2010 appropriations requests and to share with them the 

accomplishments of Special Olympics Louisiana.  

 

Special Olympics Louisiana was one of 39 Programs 

that participated in this yearôs event.  Special Olympics 

athletes have been empowered to meet with their state 

Members of Congress to share their success, but also 

their need for support as a person with intellectual 

disabilities. 
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The Tenth Annual Special Olympics Golf National Invitational Tournament was 
held in Lincoln, Nebraska, July 31 through August 3. Six athletes, two partners, 
two coaches, and one caddie represented SOLA’s Northeast, Northwest, and 
Cenla areas, and made an impressive showing.  More than 160 golfers from 18 
U.S. Special Olympics programs participated in this year’s tournament, with 
Louisiana’s delegation earning medals in 4 of the 5 divisions. 
 
Jimmy Moon and  partner Jimmy Wallace, both of West Monroe, won a silver 
medal in Level II.  Dick Lawson of Minden and partner Diana Murray of West 
Monroe won the gold in Level III.  Marguerite Miller of Pineville won a silver 
medal, while Kent Greenwald and Dale Perkins, also of Pineville, each won 
bronze medals in Level IV.  Turning in an outstanding performance in Level V 
play was Joel Murray of West Monroe.  Murray shot a 73 in the third round, 
the lowest score ever recorded in the history of the Special Olympics 
National Invitational Tournament! 

Spread the Word to End the Word is an effort to raise the consciousness of society about 

the dehumanizing and hurtful effects of the word ñretard(ed)ò and encourage people to 

pledge to stop using the R-word.  The campaign, created by youth, was launched in 2009. 

It is intended to engage schools organizations and communities to rally and pledge their 

support at www.r-word.org. While in 2009, most activities were centered around March 

31, people everywhere can help Spread the Word throughout their communities and 

schools throughout the year.  
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1st Annual Polar Plunge  

Freezinô for a Reason was held 

on Saturday, March 7th at the 

Denham Springs and Bossier 

City Bass Pro Shops.  

It’s a Smokin’ Blues and BBQ  

Special Olympics Louisiana 

was one of the beneficiaries of 

the largest state sanctioned 

BBQ event which took place 

the weekend of March 27th.  

1st Plane Pull in Lafayette 

was on September 19th. Teams 

of 20 pulled a FedEx B727-200 

155,000 lbs. plane a distance of 

12 feet to compete for various 

prizes. 

4th Annual Rotary Club of 

South Lafayette Golf 

Tournament  took place on 

April 27th. SOLA was the 

beneficiary of this 4 person 

scramble event. 

7th Annual SOL Bowl took 

place on April 19th with local 

celebrities and Saints Players 

participating on bowling teams 

with Special Olympics 

athletes. 



11 

Over the Edge of the Landmark  This 

once in a lifetime opportunity allowed 

people to rappel down the Best Western 

Landmark Hotel on November 24th. New 

Orleans Saints Owner and Executive Vice 

President, Rita Benson LeBlanc was the 

first to  start the day. 

Over the Edge of LSU Participants were 

able to conquer Death Valley by 

rappelling down the side of LSUôs Tiger 

Stadium in this unique fundraiser on 

Saturday, November 21st.   

NFL Raffle Special Olympics Louisiana and 

the National Football League Players 

Association of Louisiana  congratulated Mrs. 

Nora Brechtel from Gretna, LA for winning 

the 2010 NFL Experience Raffle on December 

5th. Nora and her husband were able to see the 

Saints Super bowl victory in person! 

Jefferson Parish Sheriff Newell Normand 

added to the excitement of  the Landmark 

Over the Edge by allowing people to be a 

S.W.A.T. Team member for the day. Each 

participant received a helicopter ride and 

professional SWAT training. Al Copeland 

Jr. didn't want to miss this! 

2nd Annual Leaders of Tomorrow  hosted by, 

First Lady of Louisiana, Mrs. Supriya Jindal, 

honored Antonio Rivera, Amanda Pittmon, 

Katherine Mitchell, ñThe Rockò Youth Group, 

Paul Vaccaro, Krysta Cotten, Monique Gaubert, 

Rummel ñOperation HeadStartò and Hamilton 

Winters on November 6th. 



Special Olympics Louisiana would like to thank our 

sponsors for their support and commitment! They have 

given volunteers,  time and financial support to benefit our 

programs and events. Their efforts continue to grow and 

we look forward to changing the lives of those with 

intellectual disabilities through the relationships with our 

long time friends and partners. 

Mission Partner 
 

State of Louisiana 
Louisiana Law Enforcement Torch Run 

 
Program Partners 

 

Valero 
Piccadilly 

 
Olympic Torch Sponsors 

 

Knights of Columbus 
Walmart 

 
Platinum Sponsors 

 

Blue Cross Blue Shield of Louisiana 
 

Gold Medal Sponsors 
 

AT&T 
Entergy Charitable Foundation 

 
Silver Medal Sponsors 

 

Freeport McMoRan Foundation 
 

Bronze Medal Sponsors 
 

Exxon Mobil Foundation 
Northrop Grumman 

The Woldenberg Foundation 
The Fred B. and Ruth B. Zigler Foundation 

W & T Offshore 
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2009 Louisiana LETR Sponsors 
 

Gold Medal Sponsors 
 

Louisiana Masons 
Paragon Casino and Resort 

Hammond Smokin’ Blues and BBQ 
Challenge 

 
Silver Medal Sponsors 

 

LA Wildlife Agents Association 
 

Bronze Medal Sponsors 
 

CLECO 
LA Fraternal Order of Police 

Grand Casino Coushatta 
Treasure Chest Casino 
La  Sheriff’s Association 
Interactive E-Solutions 

Louisiana Lottery Corporation 

In Louisiana, the Law Enforcement Torch Run 

(LETR) began in 1985 under the leadership of former 

Plaquemine Parish Sheriff, Ernest P.  Wooton.  The 

Louisiana Law Enforcement Torch Run has grown to 

include approximately 2,000 law enforcement officers.  

These selfless individuals are appropriately named 

ñGuardians of the Flameò and still, today, proudly 

carry the Olympic Torch. The Monday preceding the 

Special Olympics Louisiana State Summer Games, Law 

Enforcement Officers from virtually every corner of the 

state begin their 1,000 mile run to deliver the Olympic 

Torch to the Opening Ceremonies of the State Summer 

Games. 

 

The Torch Run has developed into the largest grassroots 

fundraising event and has become the most highly 

successful public awareness campaign in the history of 

Special Olympics. The goals of the Law Enforcement 

Torch Run are public awareness and fundraising.  

Throughout the year, and across the state, Torch Run 

officers conduct fund-raising activities. These events are 

as varied and unusual as the phenomenal funds received. 

The steadily increasing money raised from the Torch 

Run each year enables more children and adults to 

participate in Special Olympics. 

 

In 2009 alone, the Law Enforcement Torch Run hosted 

over 20 fundraising events raising more than $226,000 

for Special Olympics Louisiana! 
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Chair 

Ricky Ouber 

Alexandria 

 

Vice-Chair 

Steve Deist 

Baton Rouge 

 

Secretary 

Edward Gautier 

Ponchatoula 

 

Treasurer 

James Bates 

Bossier City 

 

Athlete Representative 

Rose Garrett 

Baton Rouge 

2009 Board of Directors 

 

Tristan Manthey 

Metairie 

 

Mona Brown 

Lafayette 

 

Dr. A.N. Diodene 

Plaquemine 

 

John Paul Funes 

Baton Rouge 

 

Gayle Horaist 

Carencro 

 

Bill McDonald 

Covington 

 



2009 Staff 

President & CEO 

Pat Carpenter Bourgeois 
 

Vice President of Finance 

Sylvia Alaniz 
 

Director of Outreach & Area Mgmt. SE 

Charlie Courville 
 

Director of Outreach & Area Mgmt. SW 

Janette Burr 
 

Director of Outreach & Area Mgmt. N 

Sonny Taylor 
 

Director of Special Projects SE 

Elise Brunson 
 

Director of Special Projects SW 

Katie Bird 
 

Director of Special Projects N 

Bridget Hebert 
 

Director of Communications & Marketing 

Tiffany Harvey-Gautier 

Director of Sports and Competition 

Kevin Collins 
 

Director of Volunteer & Program Mgmt. 

Dana Hickman 
 

Director of Program & Fund Development 

Qwan Johnson 
 

Director of Individual & Corporate Relations 

Tiffany King 
 

Assistant Accountant 

Rita Drude 
 

Assistant Accountant (in training) 

Cherisse Mathews 
 

Executive Assistant 

Celeste Fox 
 

Office Manager 

Sharon Lambert 
 

Office Assistant 

         Glenn Drude, Jr.  
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Special Olympics Louisiana 

State Map 

More than 13,000 
athletes served. 



2009 Area Directors 
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Acadiana Area:  Teri Perkins 

(337) 654-0080 / teri.perkins@gmail.com  

 

Bayouland Area:  Theresa Theriot 

(800) 276-3195 / santacruztee@msn.com 

 

Capital Area:  Vacant  

Janette Burr (temporary) 

(337) 825-8695 / jburr@laso.org 

 

Cenla Area:  Evelyn Crooks 
Robert Taylor (temporary) 

W (318) 377-7553 / rtaylor@laso.org 

 

Delta Area:  Stewart Stanley 

(504) 394-2768 / sstanley@mail.ppsb.org  

 

Florida Parishes Area:  Diana Brownlee 

(985) 351-1615 / dianabrownlee@hotmail.com 

 

Jefferson Area:  Pudge Doucet  

(504) 393-7889 / pudged@bellsouth.net  

 

North Central Area:  Vacant 

Robert Taylor (temporary) 

W (318) 377-7553 / rtaylor@laso.org 

 

Northeast Area:  Kenny Johnson 

(318) 396-6300 / kennyjohnson@gbcooley.org  

 

Northwest Area:  Charlene Boles & Renee Starret 

(318) 673-0093 or (318) 218-7547  

cwboles56@aol.com or starrece@aol.com  

 

Orleans Area:  Milton Batiste 

(504) 837-5105 / milbat3@cox.net 

  
Red River Area:  Donna Ward 

(318) 352-2369 / dhward1@bellsouth.net  

 

Southwest Area:  Julie Montague 

(337) 302-1848 / solswarea@aol.com 

 

 

More than 110,000 
potential athletes. 

mailto:teri.perkins@gmail.com
mailto:santacruztee@msn.com
mailto:sstanley@mail.ppsb.org
mailto:dianabrownlee@hotmail.com
mailto:pudged@bellsouth.net
mailto:starrece@aol.com
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